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Update from the Head of Academy
Dear Families,

As always, this term has been incredibly busy, including outdoor education, forest school, visits to
colleges as well as visitors from lots of outside agencies. All of these experiences go towards supporting
our pupils to thrive and begin to achieve their goals. 

One of the greatest things to happen this term is our behaviour approach updates, pupils working
towards 'Being Olive Green'. Pupils have really engaged well with these new approaches. A wonderful
outcome of the new approach is pupils supporting each other to regulate, make the right choice and
achieve their 'Olive Green' session. If you have any questions about our behaviour approach, please
speak to your child’s tutor on the Family Consultation day.

As the term draws to a close we welcome a new member of staff to our team, Mr Elliott has joined as our
new Inclusion Manager and will be working closely with our pupils, supporting them with interventions
and regulation activities.

A reminder that that our Family Consultation Day is taking place on Tuesday 22  April;  pupils return to
the academy for the start of the Summer term on Wednesday 23  April. 
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Wishing you and your families a restful and safe Easter break.

Ellen Watson 
Head of Academy



Key Dates For Your Diary

TERM DATES 2024-25
 Summer Term 2025 

Tuesday 22nd April - Tuesday 22nd July 2025
Inset Day: Friday 27th June 2025 

Family Consultation Day: Tuesday 22nd April 2025 

First day of term for pupils: Wednesday 23rd April 2025 

Half-term: Monday 26th May - Friday 30th May 2025 

Family Consultation Day: Monday 2nd June 2025 

Last day of term for pupils: Tuesday 22nd July 2025

TERMS DATES FOR 2025/26 CAN BE FOUND TOWARDS 
THE END OF THIS NEWSLETTER

As the term draws to an end, we say farewell to some of our pupils who are transitioning  
to their new placements after the Easter Break; we wish them well on the next stage of
their journey.

You are all amazing!

Congratulations to Year 11 pupil,
Logan, who after successfully
engaging in Outdoor Education since
April 2023 has been awarded his
Gilet by Ricky of East Coast
Adventures. Logan is now supporting
the Year 7-8 group with their activities
and gaining some invaluable work
experience. 

Well done Logan!

Outdoor Education Success



English Lessons

English in the first half term was Macbeth, where the pupils learnt
about the Shakespearian play, thinking about characters and
motives for the murder.
 
Every pupil was engaged and wrote more than they ever had. 

BEACH Class News

World Book Day

Each pupil completed different activities for World Book Day including dressing up, making
chocolate bars and a golden ticket. Some pupils got involved in reading, including reading  
one of the World Book £1 token books. Others made front book covers.

A pupil in our class has put an Olive Academies jumper on
Teddy and used chalkboard to draw a rainbow and the
Olive Academies logo in our area. While another pupil just
wrote that he loved Olive Academies.



BEACH Class News cont.

Forest School

One pupil has continued to enjoy going to Forest School and has also been amazing with the
other pupils new to Forest School, answering questions, demonstrating and giving them
time to explore. 

He enjoyed the mud kitchen the most making lots of dishes for many of us!

The rest of the class are now map reading and building up their
staminer so one day they can walk across Stowmarket. For now the
furthest we have walked is the Recreation Ground in Stowmarket.

Safer Internet Day

Tuesday 11  February  was
Safer Internet Day. This year
the theme was ‘Scamming’.
We learnt how to avoid being
scammed through being
detectives.
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BEACH Class News cont.

Drumming with ‘WeDrum’

The class decided to create
a band calling themselves
‘The Killer Boy Rat’. They
played a variety of songs
including Bob the Builder
and The Killers.

This term pupils have been aware of the change of seasons and enjoyed spending time to
reflect on nature .Some pupils have enjoyed painting during Lesson 6.

And now....the
class is working

with a
professional

artist!



RIVER Class News

As part of PSHE lessons River Class planned a
fundraiser to raise money for Cancer Charities.
They decided to plan a Charity Cake Sale. River
Class pupils promoted the event, created cakes,
designed a money box and signs ready for their
cake sale at our February Family Consultation Day.

The cake sale raised £60 for the local St Nicholas
Hospice in Bury St Edmunds. We received the
following kind response:

‘On behalf of everyone at St Nicholas Hospice
Care, I would like to personally extend our
heartfelt gratitude for the kind £60.00 donation
which the students at Olive AP Academy so kindly
fundraised for us at their bake sale. Please pass
on our sincerest thanks to all those involved – you
are all truly wonderful’. 

Well done River Class �

River Class went on an Educational
Visit to find out about different
careers, as well as developing
cooking skills. We went to Pizza
Express for a Pizza Making Workshop.
After finding out about the
ingredients, each pupil shaped their
dough before, adding tomato puree,
mozzarella cubes and fresh basil
leaves to create their own yummy
Margarite Pizza, which they baked
and enjoyed! 

It was a lovely educational visit, in a
beautiful location by the yachts in
Regatta Quay on a gorgeous sunny
day! 

Food Glorious Food” is our theme of our River Class Spring Newsletter!



OCEAN Class News

Outdoor Education
This term pupils in Ocean Class have continued to participate in Outdoor Education activities.
Spring Term 1 focused more on bushcraft activities and pupils were challenged to make a
bushcraft table, using their skills and knowledge previously learnt at Outdoor Education. As a
team pupils were able to complete the table. Pupils also used their skills to make bird boxes, that
were put around the bushcraft site. 

In Spring Term 2 pupils continued to focus on
bushcraft activities but have also experienced
other activities such as outdoor cooking, axe
throwing, archery and mountain biking. 

Careers
This term Ocean pupils have been working
towards their Careers BTEC award. The
BTEC award has allowed pupils to explore
and find information about their chosen
career paths and understand the
requirements/skills needed to get their
goals. Some pupil had the opportunity to
visit the Military Preparation College in
Ipswich; further college trips have been
booked for other pupils to explore art and
beauty courses. 



OCEAN Class News cont.

Lesson 6 Art
In the Spring Term we introduced lesson 6
activities, these activities are an incentive
for pupils’ engagement during the school
day. Some of the activities that the pupils
can participate in include art, games,
music and various sports.

Cooking
This term pupils in Ocean Class have continued with
their BTEC Cooking Award and Curriculum Cooking.
For BTEC Cooking  pupils have been tasked to plan
and cook a two-course meal. Pupils have also
completed the theory aspect of the BTEC Cooking
Award before their cooking lessons. 

For curriculum cooking pupils have continued to
cook and try new dishes but also explore new
flavours. Dishes made include chicken curry, beef
stew, Nandos chicken, macaroni cheese and patatas
bravas.

Pupils have experimented and explored
new techniques using poster paints,
acrylic paints, watercolours and clay.
These have allowed pupils to be creative
and create some amazing pieces of
artwork. 

The artwork has been displayed in the Da
Vinci Room. 

The piece of art shown below was created
by a Year 10 pupil. While painting this
canvas the  pupil was able to link the
colours of the paint to their emotions.
Then they further related this to zones of
regulation. The pupil named the piece
‘their emotions throughout the day’. 



Further examples of Art Work created by KS2/KS3/KS4 pupils 



BTEC - HOME COOKING SKILLS
This month, we are excited to feature some of our talented pupils who have excelled in
their cooking assessments! 

For BTEC Home Cooking Skills, pupils are given the opportunity to demonstrate their
cooking skills through hands-on assessments that showcase their culinary abilities, and
theory work to demonstrate their knowledge on health and safety and nutrition. 

Starters from tomato soup, baked salmon and eggs, sushi, breakfast wraps to colourful
salads. For main courses pupils cooked steak dishes, Thai green curry, noodles and
Italian inspired dishes. 

Pupils were able to recognise their wonderful achievements, with many of them
wanting to share their recipes with guardians and asking staff to try their food delights! 

These assessments are a fantastic way for pupils to build confidence in cooking
homemade meals and economising for their future feasts.

Well done all! 



Comic Relief Red Nose Day

On Friday 21st March we participated in Red Nose Day with staff wearing
something red in support of Comic Relief and making an Easter Treat
donation to the local food bank. 





Parents / Carers Cyber Choices and Online Safety Events

We have been asked by Suffolk Police to share some information with families about free Cyber Security
related webinars running this year. Details as follows:

Please note there are two parts to the parent events, and you will need to register for each independently.
Each session will be repeated until December 2025. Both are 1hr sessions and are suitable for parents/carers of
children in Year 5 (age 9) and above. This is an opportunity to learn and ask questions regarding your child’s
online world.

 

Parents Event - Pt1 - Introduction to Cyber Choices and Online Risks 
This session will introduce you to the Cyber Choices programme and will provide:

An overview to parents and carers on what cybercrime is. 
What the risks to young people are.
How the Cyber Choices programme supports at-risk individuals. 
How you can refer a young person into Cyber Choices.
You will also receive an overview of:
Some of the potential risks that children and young people may experience online.
Advice to support parents to make informed decisions and keep their children safer online. 

 
 The event is free, and tickets can be book directly via:

Tuesday 22  April                   13:00 – 14:00 – Linknd

Thursday 15  May                   16:00 – 17:00 - Linkth

Tuesday 10  June                    10:00 – 11:00 – Linkth

Wednesday 9  July                 19:00 – 20:00 – Linkth

Monday 8 September           14:00 – 15:00 – Linkth 

Thursday 16  October            16:00 – 17:00 – Linkth

Tuesday 25  November         10:00 – 11:00 - Linkth

 
 Parents Event - Pt2 - Tools and techniques to improve the cyber security of your family
This session will:

Provide advice on how to improve your personal cyber security.
Help you to identify and protect your (and your children's) key accounts.
Identify threats and techniques that cyber criminals may use to target you / your family.
Highlight the benefits of family accounts.
Identify parental controls on your router.
Signposting to useful resources.

Advice and guidance from the session will be in line with the Government's Stop! Think Fraud and the National
Cyber Security Centres CyberAware campaign.
 

 The event is free, and tickets can be book directly via:
Monday 28  April                     13:00 – 14:00 – Linkth

Thursday 22  May                   16:00 – 17:00 - Linknd

Tuesday 17  June                     10:00 – 11:00 – Linkth

Wednesday 16  July               19:00 – 20:00 – Linkth

Monday 15 September        14:00 – 15:00 – Linkth 

Thursday 23  October           16:00 – 17:00 – Linkrd

Tuesday 2  December         10:00 – 11:00 - Linknd

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/65VzCv8KQipG7DiVtkSQeq1w
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CY3sCx2O6Uny12hyCgSykWQb
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/XXpACy9QwsqgrlUEFySxxmNT
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/L-6LCz7V6IQ3M0iGHoS97wpH
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/cxOeCAMj6ILgNvT0I5SGx-dv
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/xlGqCBPlrip17giySmS2IIVC
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/UUhRCDQpqSN15Ri4TzSjzS4c
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Dx_FCE0rqSVm3Qh9UmS7crRN
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/u59yCGMyRIKm1VUwcqSBl0wb
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/1kaxCJNG8t3Rq7HMfPSyW-mb
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/GNTlCLvMZtyARJUVi3Sy2pCh
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/7O6-CMJOZiMgqQHrszS8tV-k
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/nTc4CNYQOsDA02FqtVSyKb9l
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/gZ7UCOPVgizJp6f1uDSG-q4M
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/uyxhCPzXjH8OK7TOCxSxs192
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/pphFCQ6ZkUM8k5HzFMSGOVW2
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/w-LrCRP2lijJvAIkHQS17YDo









