
Dear Families, 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank our families for your ongoing support during
what has been a very busy Autumn term. We have continued to deal with the challenges
which the  pandemic has posed and we appreciate you working with us to ensure minimal
disruption to your child's learning. 

We have continued to make progress with improvements to the academy building and over
the next 2-weeks work will be completed on the external access areas to ensure that the
site is a safe and secure place for us all. 

We are looking ahead to the Spring term and planning for your child's return; unless
Government guidelines change in the meantime all KS3 and 4 pupils will be asked to
undertake a lateral flow test on their first day back.   

In the meantime, I wish you and your families a restful and enjoyable Christmas break and
look forward to seeing your child in the new year. 

Alastair Burnett
Headteacher
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Headteacher's Welcome





Christmas Break 

Monday 20th December - Monday 3rd January 2022
Inset Day - Tuesday 4th January 2022

Pupils Return: Wednesday 5th January 2022



Spring Half-Term Break
Monday 21st - Friday 25th February 2022

Pupils Return: Monday 28th February



Key Dates for Your Diary

Lateral Flow Testing - Wednesday 5th January 2022

We welcome the following additional new staff  who have 
joined the academy over this half-term :



Mrs Baker - Learning Support Assistant
Miss Hirst  - Learning Support Assistant

Mrs Smith - SENDCo Support

Welcome to our New Staff 



In line with Government advice, all Key Stage 3 and 4 pupils will be asked to carry out a
lateral flow test on-site when they return in January. 

Arrangements are being made to complete the testing as pupils arrive at the academy in
an attempt to minimise the disruption on their learning at the start of the new term.  






Rememberance Day in Maple Class



During lock down I was able to scan the
photographs that my father in law had taken during
the Second World War, he was a mid-upper gunner
in Halifax planes. He took photographs from the air
as well as on the ground. Football matches and
track meets were recorded and sadly bombed cities
and bridges. 

These images were shared with the class to give
them a different insight to a personal experience. 

We made waving hands mechanisms to symbolize
the troops leaving and returning. 

The class also created window displays to share with
the wider community. 



Mrs Crane



Cold.
Icy.
Dripping, a solitary droplet fell from Scrooge’s red nose. It
summed the coldness of his heart.
Like a hermit, his darkness oozed from his soul. He was
alone. 
Completely alone.

In front of him, poor Bob cowered behind his desk.
Menacingly, Scrooge leaned towards Bob and growled.
Growled.
Growled with menace and hatred.

Co-written LE and CMS
07.12.21

Examples of English Work Produced by KS4 Pupils 



In November, as we approached Remembrance Day,
many of the groups started to study war poetry. 

The GCSE poems inspired some amazing discussions.
As a way of understanding the poems we dual coded
them (used images to represent the key aspects).

One of the poems we studied was Kamikaze. The
poem narrates the challenges a father goes through
as he sets of to fly his one-way mission.



A second poem that we studied was Remains. This
told the story of a soldier in Iraq who was wracked
with guilt and it discussed his PTSD. Once more we
dual coded the ‘story’ of the poem. 



As part of 19th century literature, we studied A
Christmas Carol. The Dickensian novel was very
well received and led to lots of wonderful work. 

Scrooge managed to inspire some very ambitious
vocabulary!

A particularly wonderful piece of writing that
evolved from the work was:



Safe Space

Our refurbished safe place room (with a Harry Potter twist) is now available  for our
pupils to have some time out when needed. Included in the room are displays of
breathing techniques which pupils could adopt to support our Zones of Regulation
strategies. 






 
As part of preparations for Christmas we have made

Christingles, Christmas cards and decorated boxes. The
class really enjoyed making the Christingle’s, I’m not sure

all the sweets will have made it home!
  
  
 

Learning in Maple Class



Reading is one of our focuses having a
regular slot of reading every day after

lunch. Some read their own books from
home while others read to each other.



  
  
 



Some pupils have chosen to play board

games as their reward for finishing
their learning. Some love to create and

make items out of cardboard which
have included making pretend

cameras. 


  
  
 


